
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3
Matthew 9:9-17

Each time I turn my face away from the sun, I still feel the warmth on my cheek. As I sit in my booth of sin, Jesus 
comes back for me every single time. He says, “Follow me,” and by now, I know this is the only thing that will 
get me out of the heat. 

With sweet smells of bread and spices coming from the kitchen, we sit around a table. Enjoying conversation at 
dinner, we feel comfortable talking about the silly things and the deep things. We feel completely safe with the 
house dimly lit and the soft colors surrounding us. However, the presence of Jesus is what really makes us feel 
safe. 

We can eat and enjoy because the Savior is with us. He is sitting right across the table from me. I can touch his 
hair, I can hold his hand, and I can hug him. He answers all our questions, as well as theirs, with wisdom and 
profoundness. He doesn’t get upset or bothered. But soon, we know that he will leave us. 

Let’s not think about that right now. Let’s just enjoy our moments with Jesus. Dwell on the thought of eating 
with Jesus, being able to hug Jesus, seeing Jesus. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the 
word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 
remain in the wine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me... As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Now remain in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” (John 15:1-4, 9-11)

For when he does leave us, we know we will be renewed. We will abide, remain, and stand firm in Jesus. We will 
not put old clothes on our clean body. We will not pour our drinks into dirty glasses. We now know what it is 
like to be in the presence of Jesus. 

Practice:
Listen to “New Wine” by Hillsong Worship. 

Prayer:
Lord, I ask that you remind me daily what it means to be in presence. I pray that you teach me what it means 
that you desire mercy, not sacrifice. Please help me to mirror your ministry and help those who are spiritually sick. 
Reveal the ways I am sick as well. Make me your vessel, make me your offering, make new wine out of me.
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