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Happy Birthday! 
 

 

           6     David Archer  
          10    Harry Judge  
          10    Audrey Judge 
          16    Dylan Nixon  
          18    David Nam  
          19    Nina Galloway  
          27    Anne Guerrant  
          28    Charles Stokes  

A Letter From The Pastor  
 

“When will be able to gather together again?”  This is the question we are all asking ourselves right now, and one that is completely 
understood.  We miss one another, and rightly so! One of the greatest gifts of church is being able to fellowship together as family. We 
miss the Sunday morning hugs. We miss having coffee before Sunday School, and catching up with one another’s latest family news.  
And most of all, we miss worshiping together with singing, communion, and our corporate prayers. I totally understand all of these 
things, because I miss them too. I can’t wait for us to be back again when it is safe to for us ALL to do so. I wanted to take an  
opportunity this month and clear up any questions that we may have at this time. 
 

Question 1: Why Have We Not Already Gathered Together In Person? 
 

I first want to reassure you all that the church has been very diligent in our discussions about the safest and most diligent way to gather 
together in person once again.  In our most recent deacon’s meeting, it was decided that our reopening target date is set for Sunday, 
August 2nd.  We will discuss this targeted date at our next meeting on Sunday, July 19th before making a finalized decision as to  
whether or not this target date can become a reality. 
 

Question 2: What Will Need To Happen In Order For Us To Gather Together Again? 
 

In order for us to gather in person, it is first and foremost going to depend on the CDC’s recommendations as well as the current trends 
of the COVID-19 cases in both North Carolina and Pitt County. As we all hope and pray, our desire is to see these numbers and cases 
trending downward. The highest priority is of our church leadership is caring for the wellbeing of you all and only gathering again when it 
is safe and wise to do so. 
 

Question 3: What Will Worship Look Like When We Gather Again? 
 

In order for us to think ahead, I want to let you know that worship will look very different when we are able join together again. We will 
be sure to follow the strict recommendations of the CDC which will include but is not limited to the following measures:   

 

-Mandatory masks for all of our church attendees. 
-Hand sanitizing stations at each entrance. 
-We will be doing temperature checks at the doors with a digital thermometer.  
-Sunday School will be postponed until it is safe to be in smaller spaces together again. 
-In worship, public singing and choir will be postponed for the time being. 
-Ish and others will continue to safely lead us in worship from the platform.  
-We will ask those who are at high risk to continue to join us online. 
-We will be spacing our seating in the sanctuary as needed and clean all seating areas weekly. 
-Our public worship practices such as taking communion and greeting one another will also be postponed temporarily. 

 

Question 4: What Should We Expect In The Meantime?  
 

I know this can all may sound a little discouraging, but my hope is that we look at the positives through it all.  First and foremost, we 
have not had a single case of COVID-19 in our congregation! This is a wonderful blessing, and we want to do our best to keep it this 
way.   
  

Also, it is important to remember that while we may not be in person, we are still gathering together, just simply in a different way. The 
bible reassures us that Spirit of God is always with us. Our online ministry is and will continue to be an extension of the Spirit’s work in 
our church.  
 

As always, we will continue to work hard putting together our online services each and every week. There are also plenty of ways to 
connect with one another online and on the phone throughout the week.  We currently have Pat Dunn’s Sunday School class meeting 
by phone on Sunday mornings, Al Joyner’s small group study on Zoom on Friday Nights, Tea-Time on Tuesdays for our ladies,  
Thursday night meetings for our College and Young Adults, and as always, we will be meeting for prayer every Wednesday night at 
7pm. I encourage you all to stay connected in these ways until we gather together in person once again. Fellowship and connection, 
even in an online format, is so important in these days ahead.   
 

I will continue praying for you all, and I look forward to seeing your faces again soon! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Asher 
 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” – 2 Corinthians 3:17 

Happy  
Anniversary! 

 

  3    Lester & Eunice Zeager 

 16    JD & Phyllis Joyner 

 23    Jim & Francis Harris 

 23   Thomas & Brenda Whichard 
 

DONATE TO Belvoir  
School Supplies 

 

For several years our church 
has provided school supplies  
for Kindergartners at Belvoir 
School. We plan to continue  
this ministry this school year.  

However, we will be doing  
it differently this year.  

 

WE WILL BE PURCHASING 
ALL THE SUPPLIES IN BULK 
TO BE DELIVERED TO THE 
SCHOOL BEFORE AUGUST 

17, SO DONATIONS OF  
MONEY ONLY IS  

REQUESTED. 
 

Number of Expected  
Kindergartners — 72 

 

Estimated cost for each bag 
of required supplies for  

each kindergartner — $25 
 

HOW TO DONATE 
 

Cash or Check (Make out to 
Immanuel Baptist Church--write 

"for Belvoir" on memo line)  
       

BRING OR MAIL TO THE 
CURCH OFFICE  

 

QUESTIONS: Laurie Lietz,  
Sylvia Wheless, or Pat Dunn 
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A Note From Rev. Lee 
 
 

Build a relationship with God 
 

Non-face-to-face contact is becoming common due to coronavirus. However, the spirit, social, and  

psychological isolation, and the limited scope of action, make life dry without even realizing it. At  

times like this, we need to be connected, contacted, and united in love and grace. 
 

The most important thing is to build a good relationship with God to endure this crisis called  

Coronavirus and win with full faith. We must not be loose or lazy. We must be encouraged by the  

word and prayer of God every day. We must base our lives on God's glory, the center of God. We  

should take good care of ourselves so that we don't fall into the world or be discouraged by anxieties.  

Also, pastors and deacons who care for our souls should encourage the church members to look to  

God. 
 

Pastors and deacons should help the church members enjoy abundant fellowship and joy, and the  

church members should strengthen themselves and encourage each other. We are now walking  

through a time we have never experienced before. We all have to endure this time in a right relation 

ship with God. 
 

I hope everyone is healthy until we meet again, and I hope we meet again with a smile. 
 

    Food and Money Collected for Food Bank 
 

The collection of donations for the Central and Eastern NC  
Food Bank was a great success. We collected 51 pounds of  
food and over $1,800. These donations will go a long way to  
help provide food for those in need during this challenging  
time with the pandemic. Many thanks for all the donations.   
Jesus said when we feed the hungry we do it for him. 

LINKS has not been able to hold its monthly meeting at our church due to COVID-19 virus. However, we have continued to  

be supportive of the Foster Children's program. On May 8, we provided a pizza lunch to the residents of two group homes.  

The kids were very excited about the surprise delivery. Twelve members of LINKS graduated from high school this year.  

On Tuesday, June 9, they were honored with a ceremony and parade. Also, they each received gift baskets. Our church  

presented  each grad with a gift of cash. One of our dedicated members provided a Walmart gift card to each graduate, too. 
 

Hopefully, the LINKS group will be able to resume their monthly meetings in the fall. 
 

On behalf of the Foster Children of Pitt County, thank you for your caring support. 
 

Diane Myers 

Women’s Ministry 
 

Partaking of the Good News 
 

“Come and have breakfast.”  Jesus speaking to disciples in John 21:12 
 

The disciples were on a fishing trip but had caught no fish at all. Some guy on the shore called out to them to cast their nets on the 
other side of the boat.  Maybe the more experienced fishermen grumbled, “that’s not going to work…I know all about fishing and that’s 
a silly idea.” But maybe out of desperation they threw the net on the other side. Wow! There were so many fish in the net they could 
not haul it in!  
 

About that time, “the disciple whom Jesus loved” (usually interpreted as John) recognized the guy on the shore as Jesus himself! This 
was the third time Jesus appeared to the disciples after his death and resurrection. They rushed to Him, towing in all those fish behind 
them. 
 

So, what was Jesus doing? He had a fire going, with some fish and bread cooking on it. He invited the disciples to come have some 
breakfast. Can you imagine what a great reunion they had?  
 

I wonder…did the disciples realize what was happening that day? That the Savior and Lord of all, whom they had seen alive after his 
crucifixion three times now, had cooked them a good breakfast and called them to the table. He loved them, so he fed them. 
 

Why do we always forget this? Things get so complicated. Difficulties and struggles, sufferings, darkness, confusion, and dashed 
hopes seem to demand so much of our attention. But look! There is Jesus on the beach next to a simple burning fire, cooking some 
breakfast, waiting and welcoming us.  
 

He loves us and wants to feed us.  
 

Events 
 

   Don’t forget Tuesday Tea Time every Tuesday at 2pm via Zoom.  It is a time of fellowship as well as study and  
   discussion of a Bible verse or verses. We have some laughs and enjoy each other’s company while exploring the  
   messages of the Bible for women. To access the Zoom meeting: 

 

   Many of you have been asking about having a Baby Shower for Krista and Dylan Nixon. They have recently moved 
   back to Greenville and are expecting a baby around mid-August. In speaking to Krista, she would prefer to have a  
   “Welcome Baby” party after the birth, rather than a traditional baby shower before the birth. We hope that by late August  
   or early September we may have a better possibility to gather and celebrate together. More information to follow. 

Thank you to all the current and former members of Immanuel for the  

cards, calls, messages, flowers, and other expressions of sympathy I  

received following the passing of my father. He always enjoyed his  

visits to Immanuel and I am fortunate to be surrounded by  

a loving community during this time of loss. 
 

-Lester Zeager 


