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Happy  

Birthday! 
 

      8   Gene McCreary  

      9   Carrie Joyner  

     10   Lloyd Price  

     15   Loretta Vick  

     22   Angela Winstead  

     24   Ray Hrinchuk  

     25   Earl Wade  

Don’t forget to contribute to the 
Belvoir Ministry Fund throughout 
the year. We will use the money 

each December to buy  
books  for the Belvoir children. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

  26   Harry & Maria Judge 
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A Note From Pastor Lee 
  

 

Meet the resurrected Jesus and enjoy great joy. 
 

“So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his  

disciples” (Matthew 28:8). 
 

It is Matthew 28:8, the words that came into my heart while meditating on the words of Jesus'  

resurrection. These words are recorded in the case of Mary Magdalene and another Mary going  

to see Jesus' tomb in the early morning of the first day after the Sabbath and meeting the  

resurrected Jesus. 
 

As I meditated on this verse, the word that caught my eye the most was " afraid yet filled with  

joy." The American Standard Bible (ASB) Bible is translated “fear and great joy.” We can see that  

even when we meet the risen Jesus, the fear within us will not disappear completely. Just  

because we have good faith doesn't mean that the fear within us will disappear completely.  
 

But it is “great joy” to be grace. This word means “to put on.” It means putting great joy on top  

of fear. That's why he makes it possible to forget that fear. So, while we live our faith, there is  

constant fear, but if we fully believe and trust in Jesus, He allows us great joy to overcome that  

fear. 
 

So Mary Magdalene and the other Mary “run” to  

announce the news of Jesus' resurrection. If they were  

afraid, it should be recorded as “running away” rather  

than “running.” The current coronavirus situation makes  

us difficult and frightening, but even personal difficulties  

come and there is no place to laugh in the world. But  

when we meet Jesus, who died and rose for me, He will  

allow and enjoy great joy in our lives that we cannot  

laugh at. 
 

In this month, when Jesus was resurrected, I wish you  

great joy to meet the resurrected Jesus. 



Immanuel Baptist Church Re-opening Plan 
 

Rev. Asher Panton | April 2021 
 

This past week, our deacons unanimously voted to resume our in-person worship services. Our first 
Sunday with the option of gathering in-person will be Sunday, April 25th at 11am.  
 
We understand that this may not be the safest option for many of you reading this letter, and for 
that reason, we will continue to offer an online worship option through Facebook, YouTube, and our 
Website every Sunday at 11am. If you have any health concerns, or reasons to believe you are at a 
higher symptomatic risk of COVID-19, we ask that you continue to join us online. Our priority is and 
will continue to be the health and safety of our church family.  We also encourage those in our 
church family to seek ways to get the COVID-19 vaccination. I will be able to get my second  
vaccination shot on April 7th. I will be fully vaccinated by the time we regather on Sunday, April 25th.  
 
With that said, here are some things to know about our re-opening process. We will release an  
updated informative email and video as we approach our target date. 
 
• As we begin this re-opening process, there will be no in person Sunday School or childcare at this 

time. Pat Dunn’s Sunday School class will continue to meet on Zoom  
• Our Wednesday night prayer and fellowship will continue to meet online at 7pm.  
• Our church will hold one worship service on Sundays at 11am 
 
How will we enter worship in person?  
 
• All attendees will be required to have their temperature taken with a digital thermal  

thermometer outside the outdoor double doors of the Sanctuary.  
• Anyone with temperature above 99.9 degrees, those who are experiencing flu like symptoms, or 

those who have been in contact with anyone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days will be asked to 
join us online.  

• All attendees will be asked to use the automatic hand sanitizing station at the front of the church 
as they enter.  

• All attendees will be asked to wear a mask during the full duration of the service. A mask will be 
provided to those who are in need of one.  

• All attendees are asked to enter and exit the double doors to the Sanctuary entrance only. All  
other entrances will be off limits on Sundays.  

 
What safety measures will be taken inside the sanctuary?  
 
• We will be blocking off the front four pew rows of the sanctuary.  
• All hymnals and Bibles will be in storage for the time being.  
• All pew rows will be sanitized properly prior to service.  
• We will be roping off every other pew to create the social distancing mandate of 6 feet.  
• The ushers will seat everyone from the front to the back upon arrival, and will escort attendees  
 to exit from the back to front upon exiting.  
 

What will a socially distanced in-person worship service look like?  
 
• We will not have any public singing due to the risk of spreading germs through the air.  
• The worship team, singers, and musicians will lead music, hymns, and songs socially distanced  
 on the platform.  
• All staff and worship participants will remain masked during the service, unless leading from the 

pulpit or platform.  
• I will preach from the pulpit unmasked for clarity purposes.  
• An offering basket will be located at the entrance of the sanctuary as we will not be passing the  

offering plate at this time.  
 
As we move forward into this next phase, I ask that we all remain patient. We will work together to 
both re-open and worship safely. As more questions arise, we will address those as needed. If the 
safety environment of the virus drastically changes before April 25th, our deacons will meet again  
on April 18th to re-assess if needed. 
 
We look forward to worshiping with you all! 
  
Grace and Peace,  
 

Asher  
 

Rev. Asher J. Panton  
Senior Pastor | Immanuel Baptist Church  
(w) 252.758.1240 | (c) 704.473.2071  
apanton@ibcg.org  


