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Happy Birthday! 
 

    1     David McDowell  

    5     Jack Myers  

    5     AL Smith-Joyner  

   11    Phyllis Joyner  

   12    Marlene Green  

   16    Glenn Joyner  

   23    Amanda Lietz  

   28    Sylvia Wheless  

   28    Judy Alligood  

   29    Jo Ann Stokes  

   30    Pat Pilcher  

   30    Tommy Whichard  

Don’t forget to contribute to the Belvoir  
Ministry Fund throughout the year. We will  

use the money each December to buy  
books  for the Belvoir children. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

  5  Brian & Laurie Lietz 

  8  Dennis & Beth Winstead 

 22  Norm & Bo Seibert 

 27  Herbert & Jo Anne Corey 

 30  Jim & Joan McGee 
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Immanuel Family, 
 

I have been in prayer and strongly discerning what the next chapter of God’s call over my life will entail. I have listened  
carefully and acknowledged the answers God has revealed to me. Sad though it may be, He is showing me that the time  
has come to relocate. As my journey in studying ministry at Campbell is taking off, it is becoming more and more evident that 
closer proximity to the institution is imperative. This semester, classes are all online via Zoom, which has not been the most 
fascinating thing; however, as Campbell Divinity faculty and staff plan for next semester, there is a high likelihood of classes 
meeting in person while taking all safety precautions in regard to COVID-19. After weighing pros and cons, I have officially 
decided to relocate so that I am a tad closer to Campbell Divinity School. I am not entirely sure where God will have me land 
geographically, but I ask for your continued prayers in my summer moving process, my academic endeavors, and in my 
search for a new ministry position that will further my growth as a minister. With all of this, it brings me great sorrow to say 
goodbye for now. 
 

I have lived in Greenville, NC since Fall of 2014 and this place has been my home away from home. The relationships  
I’ve found and developed have been irreplaceable. God has intentionally placed all of you in my journey and for that I am  
eternally grateful. Each of you has helped shape and mold me into a more loving, appreciative, and grateful individual. My 
time at Immanuel has been defined by love and joy. From the moment I stepped foot in Immanuel, I have been blessed with 
an overwhelming amount of love and support. I came in extremely inexperienced and rather impressionable, but you all  
embraced me as one of your own and showed me what it meant to love others as Christ loves us. You gave me the loving 
space to learn more about myself and my relationship with God as well as the joyful space to develop in the gifts and talents 
God has given me to share with the world. For all you have done, I want to say thank you with all that I am. I would not be 
who I am without you, Immanuel. 
 

The college and young adult group has shown me the true image of what God’s Kingdom looks like. What a unique and  
incredible opportunity it has been to share in community, fellowship, and worship with such a warm and diverse group of 
young adults. This group has poured into me in more ways than I can describe, but the sheer amount of love found in this 
group brings tears to my eyes as I realize the physical distance that will soon separate us. I am grateful that, thanks to our 
extensively virtual world, we can and will always stay connected no matter how much physical distance separates us. I will 
sorely miss you all so very much. Thank you for allowing me the space to grow as a leader in ministry with open arms and 
with such a heart-warming encouragement. You have changed my life for the better. 
 

I would be awfully remiss if I did not express my deep appreciation to those who have mentored me over the last two and a 
half years. Asher, David, and Lester: I have no words to express my deep gratitude. I know that I can be somewhat stubborn, 
but you continued to pour into me in ways that I do not deserve. You have spoken words of wisdom and truth into my life and 
into my heart that have changed my outlook on life itself. Your wisdom and humility inspire me to mirror these incredible traits 
to the best of my ability for as long as I live. Thank you, mentors.  
 

Lastly, I want to thank the most important contributor to my development and overseer of my journey in faith. I thank God  
for blessing me to serve this community. God has continued to prove his faithfulness and love to me. By leading me to  
Immanuel, He has truly outdone Himself. I will forever worship and praise the King of Kings and Lord of Lords for he is  
worthy of all of my worship, praise, and adoration. He has never let me down, and I fully trust Him with every fiber of my  
being. He is the strength of my heart and my portion, forever. 
 

Now, as I spread my wings, I will grow to love, lead, and live. Again, I say thank you to my Immanuel family for your  
continued prayers, guidance, and support. It truly means the world to me. I look forward to our final coming months together 
and am extremely excited for the many things God has in store for Immanuel!  
 

With Love and Gratitude, 
 

Mr. Ishmael Strickland 

Happy Spring! 



A Note From Pastor Lee  
 

Live a life of worshiping God 
  

When you worship God, you honor God. And you were made to worship and honor Him. It  
is not something that you turn on and off like a switch whenever you would like, and refuse  
when your heart is not willing. True worship includes everything that is seen in your daily  
life: your words and your actions. Worship is to glorify God and all that He has done.  
 

Worshiping God, especially in the midst of pain and sorrow, creates a precious image of our  
faith. To worship with all our heart, even in pain, means to submit to the truth that we have  
no power and to entrust our everything to the Almighty God.  
 

We have to ask these questions to ourselves: "Am I seeking the heart of God even in pain  

and darkness?", "Can I come before God in grief and sorrow?" "Do I worship God, before  
God?", "When I don't know how to pray, can I praise God, confess my sins, and repent  
like David in Psalms?", "Even if the confusion and disappointments that plague me don't  
go away, can I still believe that there is a God and choose to worship and praise His  
greatness?" 
 

When you look at a garden, you see that each individual flower has its own shape, size and  

color. Each flower has its own unique character, growing in its own time and pace. They do  
not envy each other or have a sense of superiority or inferiority, and they stay exactly where  
their seeds fell, growing until they mature and bloom. And when people see these flowers, it  
often brings delight and joy through its delicate beauty.  
 

Just as a flower brings delight to its beholder, what of us and our beholder? We must live  

like the flowers in the garden, taking root wherever God places us in our lives and watering  

the purposes He has for us. We will all grow in God's time, on His account, and living out  

His plans will look different for each and everyone of us. But we must all go about this first  

by committing to and living a life of worship. 

Prayer Requests From Marc and Kim Wyatt: Marc and Kim are CBF Field Personnel, who work with the  
Welcome House Ministries in the Research Triangle/Raleigh area. 
 

They ask for prayer for R. who is from Iraq, and  is a recent Welcome House guest who has moved to is own 
housing.  Pray for him as he moves in with his new roommates, one from Afghanistan and the other from Burma. 
R is a Christian. Pray that his life will reflect God’s love and he will feel welcome into the Christian community. 
 

Pray for 17 year old  S. from Afghanistan. He is the younger brother of one of the English as  
Second Language Students at the Welcome House Ministries. His brother is presently in Bosnia in a  
refugee camp. Pray that he will be safe and find some adults he can trust. 

THANK YOU! Raleigh Welcome House Ministry  
to Refugee/Immigrant Families 

 

The United Nations has recently reported that 50 million people 
world wide are displaced—the highest displacement since  
WWII. Counted among this group are refugees, asylum seekers 
and internally displaced people who are refugees within their 
own countries. In the five years Welcome House-Raleigh has  
been open Welcome House has assisted 425 Guests  
(refugees/immigrants) successfully locate in the  

Raleigh/Triangle area. Guests have come from Afghanistan, Angola, Burma, Burundi, Congo, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Honduras, Iran, Iraq, Russia, Somalia, Syria. We had a great response for donations of  
household items that will assist refugees and immigrants who are locating in the Raleigh area.  
Sylvia Wheless and Pat Dunn delivered the items, which filled up the entire back of Pat’s RAV4  
Toyota, to Raleigh. Under the leadership of Marc and Kim Wyatt, CBF Field personnel (missionaries) 
these families are able to start a new life in our state. They come from all of the world to escape a  
life of violence and persecution.  All of the families have been vetted by the U.S. Office of  
Immigration and are here legally. Marc and Kim have the task of assisting them in learning English, 
finding housing, jobs and household items to set up housekeeping and start a new life in America. 
Thanks to Christians like those here at Immanuel and other churches in the Raleigh area these  
families rejoice at being able to start anew and live in freedom, peace and goodwill. 

Through our work with LINKS, we recently 
were able to assist a young mother of a  

newborn. She needed some furniture for  

storage. We were able to provide this due  

to donations from Nick Lietz. As a church  

and our outreach programs, we could fill a 
need in our community. Thanks to everyone 

who helped spread the love of Christ. 
 

-Diane Myers 


