
SUNDAY, MARCH 7
Matthew 11:20-30

In our passage today, the Gospel of Matthew helps us understand who Jesus is and why he came through a two-
part framework: revelation and response. 

We open with an exasperated Jesus in our first segment from verses 20 through 24. Having given the people in 
the towns numerous miracles, he is expressing the heavy consequences of hearts that remain unrepentant. He 
clearly states, “and you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades.” Why is 
his denouncement so decisive for these people? Because revelation entails a response. Jesus had revealed himself 
through his miracles. Jesus had performed many mighty works of God right before their eyes so that they would 
see, repent, and believe. But through these verses, we learn that the outcome of these miracles did not follow that 
sequence. The people chose to respond with rejection of Jesus.   

Verses 25 through 30 may feel like an abrupt turn, but there is an important point of connection. Jesus thanks 
the Father for keeping “these things” from the “wise and understanding” and revealing them instead to “little 
children.” He tells the people that “no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son.” Jesus has now revealed himself in a second, more direct way, by confessing his closeness to the Father, 
so close that those who wish to see and know God can do so only by looking at Jesus. This second revelation 
has no wondrous miracle to grab their attention, but it holds the same purpose:—that the people would hear, 
repent, and believe.  

We end today’s reading with a couple of beautifully comforting verses, a stark contrast to how we began. “Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” This is the call to respond to the love of God revealed in Christ.  

Our passage concludes without a recorded response from the crowd. As we examine our hearts during this 
Lenten season, we should ask ourselves how we personally respond to Jesus. Let’s take the time to reflect on the 
rest that only comes through Jesus Christ, and remember that rest can only come as a response to Christ’s calling 
to “come to me.” Let us repent and trust in him.  
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